50                        ESSAYS IN TAXATION

still used in some of the American commonwealths.1 But
there, as here, it became continually more difficult to reach
personal property. In Prussia (Brandenburg) this was
true already at an early period.2 In Bavaria as well as in
Austria the nobility and the richer commercial class mir-
ceeded at the end of the sixteenth century in shoving tin1,
main burdens on the shoulders of the rural population.3
And in the other German states the equal property tax
remained so only in name.4 In Switzerland, indeed, Urn
property tax, like so many other mediiuval customs, 1ms
been in part retained to this day. But its nut ore has
been materially changed, in that it has become u progressive
tax and that an attempt has been made to remedy its defects
by joining to it an income tax. Even thus, much hardship
and inequality ensue.5

In Italy the development of the property tax can im
clearly studied in Florentine history. The estimo, at first
assessed with comparative equality, soon became honey-
combed with abuses. Personalty slipped out of the lists
the rich bankers entirely escaped, arid the whole load of
taxation fell with crushing force on the small owners,
populo minuto. Hundreds were completely ruined and com-
pelled to seek refuge in exile.6 The discontent became so
loud that after threats of revolution and disorder Urn
estimo was finally supplanted in 1427 by the new tax,
catasto, to be levied on the personalty of traders and

1 For a typical list of 1631, see Bielfeld, Gfesr.kicMe des
Steiierwesens von der Meformationszeit, pp. 10-23.
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buck, i., pp. 42, 49. Cf. his " Studien fiber die wirthschaftllche Politik Fried-
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6  Cf. Le'on Say, Les Solutions Democratiques de la Question de.$ fmpvttt, I.,
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